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Commissioner’s Foreword

The Queensland Police Service Annual Statistical Review 
2015/16 presents a comprehensive record of crime 
statistics for Queensland. This information provides an 
important evidence base which, combined with targeted 
and innovative policing strategies, enables the Queensland 
Police Service to fulfil its commitment to stopping crime and 
keeping the community safe.

Over the ten year period 2006/07 to 2015/16, there has 
been an overall decrease in Queensland’s crime rate of 2%. 
Highlights over this period include a 19% decrease in the 
rate of offences against the person and a 21% decrease in 
offences against property. 

This year’s Statistical Review shows an increase of 6% in 
the State’s overall crime rate, as compared with 2014/15. 
An increase does not necessarily mean more crime is being 
committed, as many factors can influence crime rates, 
including:

•	 Greater community confidence in the police and the 
criminal justice system, which manifests as an increased 
willingness to report offences.

•	 More officers on the frontline, which improves community 
safety by enabling more offences to be detected.

•	 Undertaking targeted police operations and blitzes to 
address areas of need and send a strong message to 
offenders.

•	 Increased use of technology by police, which creates 
operational efficiencies and allows officers to spend 
more time on the frontline. 

•	 Targeted campaigns, such as the Not Now, Not Ever 
domestic and family violence campaign, which promote 
awareness and encourage people to speak out.

One area where there have been large increases in reported 
offences in 2015/16 is domestic and family violence. This is 
a complex issue that affects many people from all sections 
of the community. For the first time this year the Statistical 
Review explores domestic and family violence in-depth. By 
better understanding this area of our work we can partner 
more effectively with the community to prevent and reduce 
domestic and family violence in Queensland.

Looking forward, the Queensland Police Service will 
continue to implement technology-based solutions to  
drive efficiencies and will improve its service delivery 
approach by harnessing innovation and working 
collaboratively with other agencies, the non-government 
sector and the community.

I would like to thank all members of the Service, the 
community and our partners for their ongoing efforts and 
commitment.

Ian Stewart APM 
COMMISSIONER

Ian Stewart APM, Commissioner of Police



*Statistics highlighted here are reflective of a range of number and rate of reported offences. 

**These offences (with the exception of domestic violence) are general detected by police and sometimes referred to as Other Offences.
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