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I am writing to inform you of new laws which amend the Australian Passports Act 2005 (Commonwealth) and the Criminal Code Act 1995 (Commonwealth) and the effect this will have on you as a person with reporting obligations under the Child Protection (Offender Reporting and Offender Prohibition Order) Act 2004.
On 20 June 2017, the Commonwealth Parliament passed the Passports Legislation Amendment (Overseas Travel by Child Sex Offenders) Act which commenced on 13 December 2017.  A person whose name appears on a State or Territory Child Sex Offender Register, commits an offence under the Criminal Code 1995 (Commonwealth) if they travel or attempt to travel overseas without permission from a competent authority. An offence against this new law will be punishable by up to five years’ imprisonment. 

The new Commonwealth legislation can be located on the Parliament of Australia website at www.aph.gov.au.
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has published practical information about these measures on its passport website www.passports.gov.au.  On the home page, look for the link to ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ and navigate to ‘Information for Reportable Offenders’.

The competent authority in Queensland is the Commissioner of Police, who may grant permission for a reportable offender to travel overseas. 
If you wish to travel overseas, you must make an application in writing to Child Protection Offender Registry, Child Abuse and Sexual Crime Group, GPO Box 1440 Brisbane QLD 4001.  An application form can be located at https://www.police.qld.gov.au/online/On-Line-Reporting-and-Updates.htm  You will be notified in writing of the outcome of your application.

Yours sincerely

Registrar

Child Protection Offender Registry
QUEENSLAND POLICE SERVICE


